THE CHURCH IN THE GREAT STATE

twentieth century about the "finality" of Jesus;
but this doctrine is no longer obtruded, possibly not
even believed, not at least in the paralysing sense
of past centuries. They do not separate him from
mankind, nor from the heroes of men; it is men
who, by their lack of life, separate themselves from
Man.

They feel that the life of Christ, as contained
even in their written fragments, is baffling in its
many-sidedness, its richness, and its ferocity, its
geniality and its austerity, its tenderness and its
audacity; but rather is it His life as a present God
illustrated in that localised and limited life of the
past, which is adored. The orthodox theologians,
both past and present, have not expected to find
everything in the written pages, but look for the
extension of a life once manifest in Galilee in the
subsequent lives of the family of mankind. They
look to the life of the good time coming, the life of
the golden age, "the world to come." Some writers
have spoken of this consummation as "The Second
Coming." They point to certain sayings in the
scriptures as containing in germ the later doctrine
of the Catholic Church on these points of faith.1

They do not pretend to find in the written gospels
of the Christ after the Flesh, the God-life of man-
kind drawn out, extended, illustrated in every de-
tail and from every angle. For they have never
been bibliolaters. They have never thought that

xLtike vi: 40; John xiv: 12.